Immunotherapy in nonmelanoma skin cancer.
Nonmelanoma skin cancer is the most common type of cancer in humans. The role of the immune system in the prevention and regression of cancer is significant. UV radiation, being the most important risk factor in the development of skin cancer, has a suppressive effect on local and systemic immune effectors. Different immunotherapeutic approaches have been used for the treatment of nonmelanoma skin cancer including adoptive T-cell therapies, vaccine-based strategies, cytokines and monoclonal antibodies. The most important advancement with promising effects in the field of nonmelanoma skin cancer immunotherapy is the topical immune response modifier imiquimod. In addition, immunoprevention has been successfully applied for autosomal dominant basal cell nevus syndrome. Immunotherapeutic approaches provide a new modality for the treatment of recurrent or multiple nonmelanoma skin tumors.